Sister Cities of Morgan Hill Bylaws

ARTICLE 1: NAME
Section 1. Name: Sister Cities of Morgan Hill

Sister Cities of Morgan Hill is under the fiscal sponsorship of the Morgan Hill Community Foundation. Sister
Cities and the Morgan Hill Community Foundation maintain a Pass-Through Fund Agreement, which governs the
Sister Cities fund with Morgan Hill Community Foundation. This agreement was last updated on July 7, 2022,

Tax exempt status provided by the Morgan Hill Community Foundation, Tax ID 80-0001382.

The Morgan Hill Community Foundation is a nonprofit public benefit corporation and is not organized for the
private gain of any person. It is organized under the fiscal sponsorship of the Morgan Hill Community
Foundation, which abides by the California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law for charitable and public
purposes. This corporation is organized exclusively for charitable purposes within the meaning of Section 501 (c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal
Revenue Law). Notwithstanding any other provision of these Bylaws, this corporation shall not, except to an
insubstantial degree, carry on or engage in any activities or exercise any powers that are not in furtherance of
the purposes of this corporation, and the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be
carried on: ’

a. by a corporation exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501 ( c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law).

b. by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170 (c)(2) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law).
ARTICLE ii: PURPOSE
Section 1. The purpose of this organization is educational and charitable. The organization’s objectives are:
a. To encourage the people of the City of Morgan Hill and the people of similar cities of foreign nations to

acquire a consciousness of each other, to understand one another as individuals, as members of their
community, as citizens of their country and as part of the family of nations.



b. To foster as a consequence of such knowledge and consciousness a continuing relationship of mutual
concern between the people of the City of Morgan Hill and the people of similar cities of other nations.

¢. To undertake both in seeking and in consequence of such consciousness and concern any activities
and programs as will provide to one another appropriate aid and comfort, education and mutual
understanding.

d. To participate as an organization in the promoting, fostering and publicizing of local, state and national
programs of international municipal cooperation organizations, and thereby to encourage other
organizations and residents of U.S. communities to engage and participate in such programs, to foster and
promote friendly relations and mutual understanding between peoples of U.S. communities and peoples of
friendly nations outside of the United States of America, and to act as a coordinating body, committee or
agency among those organizations, groups and individuals desiring to engage and engaging in the activities
of such international municipal cooperation organizations.

e. The Corporation also has such powers as are now or may hereafter be granted by the General Not for

Profit Corporation Act of the State of California.

ARTICLE 1ll: MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Individual Membership:
Membership in Sister Cities of Morgan Hill shall be open to any person of good moral character residing or
working in the City of Morgan Hill and vicinity, including the greater South Santa Clara County. A member is
defined as a person who has paid member dues or has been assigned as a liaison by the City of Morgan Hill.
Section 2. Membership Dues:
Any person meeting the requirements of Article I, Section 1, may be admitted to the membership of Sister

Cities of Morgan Hill by acceptance of the membership application by the President and Secretary of the
Corporation, and upon payment of the membership dues as determined by the officers.

Dues are $25 as of January 2025 for a “Family Membership” that includes all members of a household. Contact Sister
Cities of Morgan Hill for the most current pricing.

ARTICLE IV: MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular Meetings:

A regular meeting of the members shall be held in a public location approximately five times per year.
Meetings are typically the fourth Thursday of every other month; the first meeting to be held usually on the
fourth Thursday of January.



Section 2. Notice of Regular Meeting:

The President or Secretary shall give'members approximately five days’ notice of a regular meeting by email,
stating in such notice the time, place, and business (meeting agenda) to be addressed at said meeting.

Section 3. Quorum:

A quorum is defined as members present in person at a meeting. At any meeting of the members, members
present in person shall constitute a quorum for all purposes, including voting and the election of officers. A
quorum during a regular meeting shall also include at least two officers present in person to lead meetings.

Section 4. Voting During Meetings

Any action made or taken by the members must be done by a majority vote of a quorum of officers and
members present at any Regular Meeting.

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS

Section 1. Numbers: ’

The affairs of Sister Cities of Morgan Hill shall be exercised, conducted, and controlled by officers consisting
of members. Officers of the Corporation shall be the President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a
Treasurer. Modification and implementation of the fund agreement with the Morgan Hill Community
Foundation will be jointly completed as needed.

Section 2. Qualifications:

Officers shall be elected from the membership of Sister Cities of Morgan Hill and must continue to be a
member in good standing during their term of office. Officers pay membership dues.

Section 3. Compensation:

Officers shall receive no compensation as salary from Sister Cities of Morgan Hill, but may receive
reimbursement for expenses for special activities on behalf of Sister Cities of Morgan Hill. Reimbursements
are to be processed through the Morgan Hill Community Foundation.

Section 4. Term of Office:

The officers shall be elected for a one-year term, and each shall hold such office until their successors are
elected.

Section 5. Election:

The officers shall be elected for the following calendar year by the members of Sister Cities of Morgan Hill
present at the last regular meeting of the current calendar year.



Section 6. Vacancies:

Vacancies in an officer role shall be filled from the membership by a majority vote of the remaining members
and such person filling the vacancy shall hold office until the expiration of the term being filled.

Section 7. Powers and Duties of Officers:

The officers shall have the power to conduct, manage, and control the affairs and business of Sister Cities of
Morgan Hill. The officers shall maintain a complete record of all their business transactions, their minutes, acts
and proceedings of the members, showing in detail the condition of the affairs of the Corporation.

a. The President shall preside at all meetings of the members. The President may assign an alternate
for a regular meeting, if needed. The president shall sign all certificates of membership and all
contracts and other instruments.

b. The Vice President shall assume the duties of President in their absence and assume such duties
assigned to them from time to time by the officers.

¢. The Secretary shall:

1. Keep records and minutes of all membership meetings for a minimum of 12 months.

2. Be custodian of the corporate seal, if created.
3. Sign, where required, all corporate papers in conjunction with the President.

d. The Treasurer shall:

1. Work with the treasurer of the Morgan Hill Community Foundation, who is the custodian of all funds of
Sister Cities of Morgan Hill. Funds are kept in the bank designated by the Morgan Hill Community
Foundation.

2. Financial records shall be kept for seven (7) years.

3. Work with the Morgan Hill Community Foundation to disburse funds only as prescribed by the officers.
Funds are disbursed after completion of forms provided by the Morgan Hill Community Foundation,
who processes all requests for reimbursement and payments.

4. Financial Records: Financial records shall be open for inspection upon the reasonable request of any
member. A complete statement of receipts and expenditures shall be presented at each meeting.

ARTICLE VI: COMMITTEES

Section 1.Sister City Committees:

There shall be a sister city committee for each of the sister cities with which the City of Morgan Hill has a
formal relationship. Each committee shall be led / maintained by a representative from within the
membership and shall have the primary responsibility for developing a program with its sister city in
furtherance of the purposes established by Sister Cities of Morgan Hill. A sister city committee can be formed
with at least one member.



Section 2. The officers can request volunteers to create the following types of committees as needed, for
example: Membership, Public Relations, Fundraising, Municipal Relations Organizational Liaison, Cultural
Programs and Exchanges, Trade and Commerce, Professional/Technical, Hosting, Education and Youth
Exchange, Youth Chapter Advisor and Liaison with SCI.

Section 3. The President shall have the power to call for the establishment of ad hoc committees for such

occasions as the election of officers (nominating committee) and the selection of additional sister cities
(city selection committee).

ARTICLE VII: FISCAL YEAR

Section 1. The fiscal year shall commence on the first day of January.

ARTICLE VIii: AMENDMENTS

These bylaws may be altered or amended at any regular meeting of the members or at any other meeting
called for that purpose, by a vote of a majority of a quorum at a meeting duly called. The written assent of a
majority of the membership is effectual to repeal or amend any Bylaws or to adopt additional Bylaws without
the necessity of a formal membership meeting.
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